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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton who is recovering from  


surgery. Also remember his mother.


Sis. Pam Gay’s father.  


Bro. Rick Hulsey struggles with his health


Bro. Dennis Nash in rehab for Parkinson’s


Sis. Tiffney Wiggs recovering from surgery 


Sis. Nancy Woods recovering from a broken


wrist. Check the board in the back for others 


that I do not know about.


The many who are traveling this week.


Our expectant mother Anna Tramell


___________________________________________


Group “B” meeting tonight


After service


___________________________________


Upcoming Dates to Remember





Bible Forum …………………March 22-26


VBS ………………………….June 14-18


Youth Forum ………………...July 9-11


_________________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Roger Pink


Song Leader----Ken Gay


Lord's Supper---Marty Hammond


   Asst. 1-----Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 2-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 3-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 4-----Dion Clark


   Asst. 5-----Ryan Pink


2nd Prayer----Bill Hodge


Read Scripture---Lloyd Jackson


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer---Mark Bowman 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Steve Huff


Song Leader-------Ross Statham


2nd Prayer------Chris Jackson


Read Scripture ---Justin Douthitt


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper----Marty Hammond


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer---Whit Hays


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Brad Bowman


 Invitation---Matt Jones


 Closing Prayer---David Taylor





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


(770) 889-7186


www.justchristians.net


Preacher


 Steven Tramell





Seed For
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Fear





The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom; And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. (Prov 9:10)





    The other day I heard someone talking about a survey that had been done on the things that people fear the most. Strangely enough after all the many fears were listed the two that were most feared were,


1. The fear of speaking in public and 2. Death. I suppose that there are some who had rather be in the casket than on the podium speaking of those who are. 


     There are many things which cause us fear: heights; depths; tight places; war; weather; spiders (especially spiders); and in this sense it is a natural emotion arising from the presence or anticipation of danger and its benefit is to provoke the effort to avoid such danger. Each person faces fear in their own way but face them we must. In his “declaration of war” speech following the attack on Pearl Harbor, President Franklin Roosevelt said “we have nothing to fear but fear itself”. It was his way of urging the country not to let fear get in the way of the task at hand.


     The scriptures speak often of fear. The word is used many times in relation to God and in some cases in the sense described above. It has been said that this kind of fear (“servile”, abstinence from sin through anticipation of punishment) is the source of religion but fear alone cannot be its origin since man is employed to draw near to God, the object of our worship (Heb 4:16). This dreaded fear of God is the natural consequence of sin (Gen 3:10) and the unbeliever has every reason to be afraid of God,


				Cont. on page 3








The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





     When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, his example to them was brief and fitted to the time in which they lived.  As you look at the prayers in the Scriptures, see how the requests are specific and for the needs of the hour.  Focusing on the needs of those for whom one prays leads away from over-worked, rote expressions.  If a man speaks his mind as he prays for a specific church at a certain time, should that prayer be exchangeable with others across the nation?  Pray your prayer, in your own voice, with your thoughts for the needs of that day.


     Can we not be more specific than “bless this nation” or “bless this church”?  Does not the “ministering servant” need some things more than a “ready recollection of the things studied”?  Perhaps he needs patience, love for souls, strength and wisdom in times of temptation, and to be Christ-like in all of his life.  If you try to avoid well-worded expressions, you will find that you are giving greater thought to your prayer and your sincerity will increase.  Prayer is a blessing given to the children of God.  Prayer is a communion with God in which we praise Him, thank Him, and ask Him to respond to our cares and needs.  Perhaps one is never closer to God than when pouring out his heart and soul in prayer. It will require effort to do it well.


_________________________________





And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy; for I Jehovah your God am holy.





(Lev 19:1-2)
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for he stands condemned before Him. (Matt. 10:28; Jn. 3:18). Oddly enough this kind of fear of God does not often lead to repentance. Much of the time it leads to a feeble attempt to hide from God (Gen. 3:8) or worse to a denial of God’s existence and His claim to a person’s life. (Rom. 1:18-28)


     In the title verse we learn that the fear of God that motivates man to worship Him is based on wisdom and understanding of God through a knowledge of Him. Unlike fear based on superstition, which is the fruit of ignorance, it is “filial”. Based on knowledge it springs from love and prompts one to care not to offend God but to endeavor in all things to please Him. “This fear would subsist in a pious soul were there no punishment of sin. It dreads God's displeasure, desires His favor, reveres His holiness, submits cheerfully to His will, is grateful for His benefits, sincerely worships Him, and conscientiously obeys His commandments”. (NUBD) It is something to be learned, “Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD (Ps 34:11).


     When the Preacher has preached it all, when all the books have been written, when all the study is done and all has been heard, the


conclusion is, fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole of man. (Eccl 12:13) For those who fear God in love, He has made it possible to approach Him without fear through Christ our Lord. Wherefore also he is able to save to the uttermost them that draw near unto God through him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. (Heb 7:25)  May we all have such a fearful love for God.


			JP














this in mind--the constant need for communion with God—when he wrote, “Pray without ceasing.”


    When leading public payer, one needs awareness of the exalted place of Jehovah God.  It is not to say one must fully “understand” the place of Jehovah.  Our grasp of this all-knowing, all-powerful, merciful, holy, forgiving Creator is ever an expanding one.  But one must be aware that he is speaking to God:  the “One” on the throne in the scene of Revelation 4:2-6; the “One” to whom the “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts” is directed; and the “One” whose presence compels Isaiah to cry, “Woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips…for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts: (Isaiah 6:3-5).  If angelic hosts address Him and praise Him when they approach Him, can we, as weak and sinful humans, approach with cool casualness?  (Luke 2:14; Revelation 4:8).  When we call on His name, let us keep in mind that “holy and reverend is his name” (Psalm 111:9).  Jesus’ prayer of example reminds us, “Hallowed by thy name” (Matt. 6:9).


     When leading public prayer, one needs awareness of God’s power to respond to our needs.  When Peter and John are told by the Jewish council to cancel the great commission and warned of consequences if they fail to do so, they return to the disciples and pray to God for His help.  In calling on God (Acts 4:24), the word “Lord” is from the Greek word despotes: a master, Lord, one who possesses supreme authority.  Think of “despot,” a ruler with unlimited power to do what he wishes.  The rulers in Jerusalem had no power over God’s plan.  As Gamaliel had said: “If this be of God you cannot overthrow it” (Acts 5:39).  We are praying to one who is the Almighty.  Realization of our weakness and His strength can increase the fervor of our prayer.








  “ELSE WHEN THOU shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing  he understandeth not what thou sayest?”  (1 Corinthians 14:15).  This verse provides for a prayer to be heard and understood by others.  I am confident that “public prayers” were a part of the assembly activities in New Testament times.  I doubt they were a minor part.  Singing, preaching and announcements often are allotted more time in today’s services.  Perhaps more time is needed for prayer.  We need to enlarge our appreciation for the opportunity awaiting us in sincere public prayer.


     Praying publicly is not easy for me.  There was a time when I looked forward to being chosen to “direct our minds in prayer.”  With no fear of speaking publicly and being fairly good with words, I thought I did the job well.   But at some point, I had a new insight about this Almighty God to whom I raise my voice, and new evaluation of my worthiness.  My “unclean lips” had to be balanced by mercy and grace in order to be heard.  There was no strength in my words, no matter how poetic or well-spoken.  Lifting up my soul and pouring out my heart in honest, sincere communion with God comes to me with more ease in private prayer.


     A foundation of private prayer is preparation for public prayer.  The more time we spend talking with a person, speaking in honest and sincere terms, sharing with them the thoughts of our hearts, the closer the friendship.  This cannot be accomplished in three to ten minutes a day!  We cannot grow close to God and commune with Him until we give time and thought daily to this effort.  Friendship is a great “on-deck circle” for any conversation.  Paul must have had 








Leading Effective Public Prayers


By Colin Williamson











